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Company Background

• KRBK is a full-power commercial television 

station licensed to Osage Beach, Missouri, 

which lies in the Springfield, MO DMA 

(Market #74).

• KRBK is owned and operated by KRBK, LLC, a 

family-owned single station owner based in St. 

Louis, Missouri.
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Company Background

• In August 2009, 

KRBK began 

transmitting from a 

single antenna 

located in Eldridge, 

MO, covering the 

Osage Beach 

Community and 

outlying areas.

• In August 2009, 

KRBK began 

transmitting from a 

single antenna 

located in Eldridge, 

MO, covering the 

Osage Beach 

Community and 

outlying areas.

Osage Beach
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Company Background

• On June 8, 2011, KRBK signed an affiliation 

agreement with Fox Broadcasting Company 

effective September 1, 2011, making KRBK the 

exclusive provider of FOX programming in the 

Springfield DMA.
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Distributed Transmission System

• Looking to expand its footprint, KRBK filed an 
application for Distributed Transmission System 
(DTS) facilities on August 25, 2011, which was 
granted on September 2, 2011.

• Using a network of 5 transmitters, with Polk, MO 
as a reference point, KRBK would cover as far 
south as Springfield, while maintaining its 
coverage of Osage Beach.

• All 5 transmitters would be synchronized to 
prevent interference with one another. 
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Distributed Transmission System
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KRBK STA and License

• STA was granted by the Commission on October 6, 2011.

• The STA allowed KRBK to sequentially sign on up to 5 DTS 
sites while maintaining coverage to its community of license.

• KRBK was able to sign on the air 4 of 5 DTS sites before 
February 22, 2012. The 5th was signed on March 12, 2012, 
synchronization was completed,  and application for license 
was filed.

• STA authorized operations with the same facilities that were 
ultimately licensed with the same parameters. 

• Because STA authorized the same facilities as the license, 
obtaining the license was a ministerial matter. 

• Due to the way the STA was written in this case, it should be 
treated as a license for purposes of the Spectrum Act. 
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Distributed Transmission System
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Distributed Transmission System

• With KRBK’s previous facilities, the station reached 

approximately 123,000 persons.

• With KRBK’s new facilities, the station reaches 

approximately 595,000 persons. 

• This allows KRBK to serve a far 

greater number of households 

with vital public services, 

including emergency weather 

information and local 

programming that focuses on 

the needs of the community. 
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KRBK Should be Granted Full Protection

• KRBK notes the Commission’s priority to maintain 
free, over the air DTV stations, and its stated goal 
of minimizing interference to stations on the air 
as of the Notice date of February 22, 2012.

• KRBK had constructed and was operating under 
STA with substantially completed facilities before 
February 22, 2012, and a license was shortly 
thereafter granted for these exact same facilities.

• NPRM does not discuss STAs but the STA granted 
to KRBK should be the type of facility that is 
granted protection under the Spectrum Act. 

10



KRBK Should be Granted Full Protection

“Although section 6403(b)(2) mandates 

preservation only of certain licensed 

facilities, we do not interpret it to prohibit 

the Commission from granting protection 

to additional facilities where appropriate.”

- FCC 12-118, Paragraph 113 
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• KRBK invested $1.7 million in its DTS facilities in reliance upon the 
construction permit granted by the Commission, and could not have 
had knowledge of the impending Spectrum Act. 

• The public interest was served by expeditiously bringing an 
additional free, over the air DTV station to tens of thousands of 
households, which have come to rely upon KRBK’s programming.

• Including KRBK’s DTS facilities in the list of stations receiving 
interference protection comports with the intent of the 
Commission's auction goals and serves the public interest. We know 
of no similar situation where a DTS station was operating under 
similar circumstances.

• Due to the unique and highly specific circumstances surrounding 
KRBK, it is appropriate for the Commission to grant KRBK protection 
to its current DTS facilities. 

KRBK Should be Granted Full Protection
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Thank You!

Robert Koplar

VP, Business and Legal Affairs

Koplar Communications, Inc.

50 Maryland Plaza, Ste. 300

St. Louis, MO 63108

(314) 345-1024 (p)

(314) 345-1093 (f)

bob@koplar.com
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